Lesson: Performing Post-Match Processing 
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Figure 34: Post-Match Process Prioritization 


Record priority is the combination of field priority and blank penalty scores: 


e Field priority score uses a field containing numeric values to calculate the priority. For 
example, if you want to give a higher priority to one source over another, you could assign 
fewer points to the source with the higher priority. 


e Blank penalty score assigns a penalty value up to 999 when the specified field is blank in a 
record. 


Using best record prioritization 


The first option for calculating the priority of a record is to determine priority based on best 
record. This involves selecting a field that contains a numeric value and use that value as the 
initial priority for the record, sorted in ascending or descending order. You can combine 
multiple fields to calculate this priority. 


If the field you want to use is not a numeric value, you need to convert the content so that it 
can be used for prioritization. Use the Query transform with the appropriate function to create 
a new field for the converted content. For example, you can use an /fThenElse function to 
replace string with numeric values, or use the Julian function to convert a date to a number. 


Using blank penalty prioritization 


Alternatively, you can choose to order the records based on the completeness of data and 
define blank penalties. This feature assigns a lower priority to records in which particular 
fields are blank. Incorporating a blank penalty is appropriate if you feel that a blank field 
should not disqualify one record from matching another, but prefer to have the most 
complete record be your best records 


As with best record priority, the blank penalty is a penalty-scoring system. For each blank 
field, you can assess a penalty of up to 999 points. You can assess the same penalty for each 
blank field, or assess a higher penalty for fields you consider more important. 


For example, if you were targeting a mailing to college students who primarily live in 
apartments or dormitories, you might assess a blank penalty of 5 to Given_Name2 and 
Primary_Postfix as less important fields. For more important fields, you might assess blank 
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